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Evidently these Equitable Councils of Conciliation are imitations of the French Conseils de Prud'hommes, with some infusion of the older English law of arbitration. They are courts of law in disguise, and although care is taken to make them as impartial as possible, it is to be doubted, and experience confirms the doubt, whether they will meet with any favour. As such legally constituted councils are very properly prohibited from fixing rates of wages for the future, they fail to give aid just where aid is needed. All available evidence tends to show that successful boards of conciliation must be purely volunteer bodies, with no taint of the justice of the peace about them, and no powers of distress and commitment.
In all probability success will best be obtained in the settlement of .trade disputes by keeping lawyers and laws as much at a distance as possible. There must be spontaneous or at least voluntary approximation of the parties concerned. It -is a question not of litigation, but of shaking hands in a friendly manner, and sitting down to a table to talk the matter over. The great evil of the present day is the entire disunion of the labourer and the capitalist; if we once get the hostile bodies to meet by delegates round the same table on a purely voluntary and equal footing, the first great evil of disunion is in a fair way of being overcome. There might arise danger of joint conspiracy against the outside public, but on the whole the evils thus likely to arise are less considerable than those connected with strikes.